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TO HIS G 
p «> 


RACE © 


the public cauſe, and firm 


attachment to the intereſt and 


welfare of Great- Britain, which 
your Grace has always ſhewn, 


whenever an attempt has been 


made to ſubvert her liberties and 
freedom, joined with that amiable 
character your Grace poſſeſſes, 
exhibits to our view the moſt un- 
common of all phænomena in the 
preſentage, AREAL PATRIOT. Your 


conduct ſhews that your Grace is 


fully convinced, that the ſervice 
of your country is no chimæri- 


H E ſteady attention to 


* 


* 
. 


1 


* 


* 


DEDICATION, 


cal, but a real duty. While you 


continue to exert every means in 
your power, to keep the cauſe of 
Truth and Reaſon, of Virtue and 
Liberty alive, you' will juſtly be 


1 in the greateſt eſteem and re- 


gard by every true Briton, and 
friend to the conſtitution; 1 but by 
none more, than 


- Your GgaAck's 


. - Moſt obedient: humble Servant, 


#7 


The AUTHOR. 
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6 Mihi quidem quæ mens ſuppetit, eloqui non dubi- 
<< tabo, cæterum tui erit ingenii probare quæ 
vera, atque utilia factu putes.“ 

e SAL, DE REP. ORD, 


& Quin accipe tu ea, quæ dicam de ſumma Reipub- 
« licz, quæ profecto aut tu vera inyenies, aut 
6© certe haud procul a vero. 


SAL. DE REP. ORD, 


p —_ 
_ 


| HERE never was a period 

more wiſhed for, than the diſ- 

ſolution of the preſent parliament; 
and happy for us this deſired period, 
agreeable to a ſettled eſtabliſhment 
of 'our excellent conſtitution, is 
| B near 


L 

near at hand. An opportunity 
then offers to us of applying reſto- 
rative medicines in order to repair 
the breaches, that have been made 
in it from the prejudices of the 
time, and the corruption of the 
age. The electors of this king- 
dom are then called upon to exer- 
ciſe their greateſt truſt, on which 
depends every thing that is dear, 
every thing that is valuable. If we 
do not exert ourſelves at that time, 
like faithful mariners to ſave our 
veſſel from the impending ſtorm, 
we ſhall deſervedly periſh in the 
wreck. We mult then uſe our en- 
deavours to wreſt, the power of 
government, if we can, out of 
hands, that have employed it weak- 
ly and wickedly, and place it in 
others more honeſt, experienced, 
and deſerving. 
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As we cannot debate in a col- 
lective body, we debate by repre- 
ſentation; and for the welfare of 
the nation at large, we inveſt a 
few members with the power of 
the whole; and as the truſt is of 
the utmoſt importance; and the 
honour the greateſt we have to 
confer; our anceſtors provided, 
that the people ſhould frequently 
exerciſe it, that they might reject 
ſuch as, by their treachery and in- 
fidelity, proved undeſerving of our 
confidence, and replace it in others 
who, from their virtue, honour, 
and independency, were more fit 
to be entruſted, as guardians of 
our lives, liberties, and fortunes. 
Should we therefore, at the ap- 
proaching day, be ſo blind to our 
intereſt and welfare as to rely once 
more on the members of the pre- 

1 ſent 
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ſent parliament, and again con- 
fide in the greater part of them, 
what have we not reaſon to expect? 
| A ſucceeding bad parliament can- 
not fail of compleating the ruin of 
this empire, which has taken ſo 
many ages to eſtabliſh, and which 
hath long fince exited both the 


envy and admiration of the whole 
world. 


If we conſult hiſtory, and com- 
pare impartially the preſent ſtate of 


our country, with that of Rome, 
Carthage, and others, we ſhall 


find that we reſemble them moſt 
in their declining period. Is it 
not a duty incumbent on us then? 
a duty we owe to our country, 
our honour, our ſecurity, to the 
preſent and to future ages, that 
no endeavours be wanting on our 


part, 


(as ] 


part, to repair the breach that is 
already made, and isencreafing dai- 
ly in our conſtitution. 


Our conſtitution as ſettled at the 
glorious Revolution is the beſt cal- 
culated of any for preſerving the 
liberties of the people, for dura- 
tion, and for promoting the inter- 
eſts and happineſs of all its mem- 
bers.* It nearly coincides with 
Lycurgus's general plan of govern- 
ment, as laid down by Polybius 
and had Cicero lived at this time, 
one would think in his deſcription 
of the beſt government that he 
was {peaking of England. Sta- 


tuo eſſe optime conſtitutam 


Cæterùm uti fabricata, ſic virtute parta, 
quam magna induſtria haberi decet, ne incu- 
ria deformentur, aut corruant infirmata. Sal- 


buſt. de rep. ord. 


c Rem- 


* 
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Rempublicam, quæ ex tribus 
6 generibus illis, regali, optimo, 
* & populari, confuſa modice 
* nec puniendo irritet animum 


cc 


&© immanem ac ferum, nec om 


«© nia prætermittendo, licentia 
ce cives deteriores reddet.“ 


Such is the true baſis of theBritiſh 
conſtitution, which muſt abfolute- 
lydependupon the juſt equilibrium 
preſerved between the three con- 
ſtituent powers of King, Lords, 
and Commons. By the mainte- 


nance of which, we are not ſubject 


to thoſe various mutations, which 
ſo frequently happen in other dif- 
ferent forms of government, which 
muſt be ever in a fluctuating ſtate, 
from the complicated variety of the 
human paſſions. If we conſider 
attentively we may eaſily diſcover 


from 
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from this unerring teſt, ' whether 
we are in a flouriſhing and im- 
proving ſtate, or whether and by 
what degrees we are verging to- 
wards ruin. Every unbiaſſed conſi- 
derer will find, that the third, 
and by far the moſt eſſential part 
of our conſtitution, hath of late, 
in the execution of its truſt, ex- 
ceeded its proper bounds. The 
Houle of Commons, for the moſt 
part actuated by worldly intereſt 
and ambition, hath uſurped an 
ariſtocratic power, and having join- 
ed its force with the regal, from 
the influence the crown has over 
the majority of its members, 
affords us a melancholy proſpect, 
which, if not obviated in time, 
may deprive us of our ineſtimable 
liberties, and at laſt terminate in an 
abfolute monarchy, or, which is 


equal- 
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equally to be dreaded, an ariſto- 


cracy. Por though the outward 


form of government is preſerved, 


yet the eſſence no longer remains, 
The revolutions that have hap- 
pened of late years in mixed go- 
vernments, by ſuffering either part 
to encroach, or any to be dimi- 
niſhed, whereby thebalance is de- 


ſtroyed, ſufficiently prove that the 


conſtitutions have altered propor- 
tionally for the worſe. The Re- 
volution in Denmark in the year 
1660, where the monarchy was 
limited and elective, owing to the 
oppreſſions of the nobility, be- 
came abſolute and hereditary. That 


which happened in Sweden on 
the death of Charles XII. that 


ambitious monarch, who had 
uſurped a deſpotic power, changed 
the government into ariſtocracy. 


And 


And thoſe which have happened 

within our time, in the goyern- 
ments of both theſe nations, ſhould 
make us particularly careful in re- 
ſtraining the eneroachments that 
either part of the conſtitution may 
commit, leſt we too fatally expe- 
rience the evil conſequences at- 
tending them, from our ſupine- 
neſs and neglect, when all remedy 
is placed far beyond our reach. 


There have heen periods when 
> our govern ment continued free with 

ſtrong apprarances of becoming 
abſolute; Jet it be our care, that 


this government do not become 
Ae at a future perigg, with 
th he-Appearances of being free, It 
s a difficult undertaking indeed to 
bring men from ſtrong habits of 


C corrup- 
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corruption, to prefer honour to 
profit, liberty to luxury. But the 
more difficult the more glorious the 
attempt. We have no reaſon to ; 
deſpair of ſucceſs, if we dare to | 
purſue it with courage. Let us 
exert ourſelves at the approaching 
election to bring back the govern- 
ment from its diſtracted ſituation, 
into its own channel. Let us re- 
ject all ſuch as would contaminate 
our hands by baſe bribes, and elect 
men of honour, integrity and abi- 
lities. We have it in our power 


to retrieve our Joſt credit, and 
revive our national glory. Our an- 
ceſtors not only left us the maſt * 


defirable ſpot to erect, but laid 
lll the foundations of the nobleſt fa- 
Ml; brick. As we have received it 
* from their hands as the moſt valu- 
wg? | | 5 able 
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able legacy, nothing ſhould be 
wanting on our part to prove our- 
ſelves worthy of the gift. The 
wiſhed for port they kept in view, 
ſtill lies open to us; and if we 
crowd our ſail, and with undaunt- 
ed ſpirits, preſs through the op- 
poſing billows, we may with ſafe- 
ty reach the promiſed harbour. 


Jo ſtem the growing torrent of 
corruption ſhould be the firft, the 
principal care of every well-wiſher 
to his country. Our ruin is ine- 
vitable, if we ſuffer it to ſpread. 
Caſt but our eyes on the declen- 
ſion and fall of the Roman em- 
pire, and we cannot help refle&- 
ing upon the direful cataſtrophe, 
which muſt ever reſult from cor- 
ruption, if ſuffered to continue 


C 2 and. 


| ways- gained a moſt dangerous 


u 
and prevail“. Miniſters have al- 


_ from the ſource of corrup-· 
From this, alone, it is that 
wick miniſters derive a ftrength 
to ſupport them, and the longer 
it reipns, the more arduous the 
taſk becomes of ſtopping its chan- 
nel. The ſpirit of the conſtitu- 
tion will revive of courſe, when 
corruption ceaſes to be an expedi- 
ent of government. Depravation 
of manners will always expoſe our 
conſtitution to ruin; ' reformation 
can only ſecure it. To preſerve 
Itberty by new laws and ſchemes 
of government, is abſolutely im- 


Poſt ubi contagio, quaſi peſtilentia, in- 
vaſit, civitas immutata, imperium ex juſtiſ- 
ſimo, atque optimo, crudele intolerandum- 


que fackum. Fell. 4 Bello Cat. © 


3. & 
poſſible, 3 the corruption of 
a n continues and Oy: 


The deſtruQion of; a nation may 
be effected by the reign of the 
weakeſt prince, and the policy of 
the weakeſt miniſtry : : for when a 

people are growing corrupt, there 

is no need of capacity to con- 
trive, nor of inſinuation to gain, 
nor of plauſibility to ſeduce, nor 
of eloquence to perſuade, nor of 
authority to impoſe, nor of cou- 
rage to attempt. 


The moſt incapable and profli- 
gate wretches inveſted with power, 
and maſters of the purſe, will be 
ſufficient for the work, when the 
people are accomplices in it. 
The contagion is become ſo uni- 
verſal that nothing but an uncom- 

mon 
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mon ſhare of virtue can preſerve 
the conſtitution. To infuſe into 
the minds of men the ſpirit of 
the conſtitution, is the firſt neceſſa- 
ry ſtep to be taken towards a re- 
formation. 


It is the duty of thoſe who have 
the management of free govern- 
ments, always to the utmoſt of 
their power to oppoſe corruption, 
otherwiſe both they and their go- 
vernment muſt inevitably periſh. 
On the other hand, the monarch 
who wiſhes to become abſolute, 
muſt introduce and encourage it, 
becauſe he cannot ſubſiſt and ob- 
tain his ends without it. It is then 
ſo natural for all ſuch monarchs to 
place men in power who pretend 
to love their perſons and will de- 
pend upon their pleaſure; it 
would 


tw 1 
would be hard to find one in the 
world, who has not made this 
the- rule of his government. A 
good man may love a good mo- 
narch, and will obey him when 
he commands that which is juſt; 
but no one can engage himſelf 
blindly. to do whatever he is com- 
manded, without renouncing all 
virtue and religion, becauſe he 
knows not whether that which 
ſhall be commanded is conſiſtent 
with either, or directly contrary 


to the laws of God and man. If 


a monarch be wicked, and his ac- 
tions of an evil tendency, who- 
ever bears an affection to him, and 
ſeconds his deſigns, declares him- 
ſelf an enemy to all that is good; 
and the advancement of ſuch men 
to power does not only introduce, 
toment and enereaſe corruption; 


I but 


I 
but Grtifies it in ſuch a manner, 
that without an entire renovation 
of the ſtate, it cannot be remov- 
ed. Ill men may creep into any 
government, but when the worſt 
are placed neareſt to the throne, and 
raiſed to honours for being ſo, they 
will with that force endeavour ta 
draw all men to a conformity of 
ſpirit wick themſelves, that it can 
otherwſe be prevented than by 
deſtroying them and the principle 
in which they live“. 


In the virtuous times of the Ro- 
man Republick, merit alone enti- 
tled the poſſeſſor to a place in the 
ſenate, as well as the chief offices 


*_—fuit ; fuit iſta quondam in hac Rep. vir- 
tus, ut viri fortes acrioribus ſuppliciis cives 
pernicioſos, quam acerbiſſimos hoſtes coer- 
cerent. Cicero, orat. in Cat. 
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* 
of the ſtate; and in every well- 
governed ſtate, where a value is 
put upon virtue, and no one ho- 
noured unleſs for ſuch qualities as 
are beneficial to the publick, men 
are from the tendereſt years brought 
up in a belief, that nothing in this 
world deſerves to be ſought after, 
but ſuch honours as are acquired 
by noble and virtuous actions. By 
this means virtue itſelf becomes po- 
pular, where riches (which with 
the vanity that follows them, and 
honours men give to them, are the 
root of all evil) are either totally 
baniſhed, or little regarded, The 
introduction of luxury from Aſia 
preceded the ruin of Carthage; 
the Romans alſo periſhed by it. Re- 
ligion, juſtice, all regard for divine 
and human laws, were ſwept away 
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at once by the raging torrent. To 
what purpoſe have ſo many heroes 
devoted their lives, and ſo many hi- 
ſtorians their whole days to the ſer- 
vice of their country and poſterity, in 
tranſmitting down from age to age 
a faithful account of the evils they 
combated, and the defects of the 
various conſtitutions which they 
knew and experienced, but to ex- 
cite us to great and virtuous at- 
chievements, and to forewarn us of 
the dangers we may eſcape, and 
the happineſs we may arrive to, 
by their writings and examples * 

The effects of luxury will prove 
to what degree it prevails, and 


* Quam multas nobisimagines, non ſolum 
ad intuendum, verum etiam ad imitandum, 
fortiſſimorum virorum expreſſas, ſcriptores 
& Græci et Latini reliquerunt. Cicero, oratio 
pro Archid poetd. 


theſe 
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theſe will naturally appear in irre- 
ligion, breach of faith, idleneſs, 
a contempt of all ſocial duties, 
extortion, fraud, pride, cruelty, 
univerſal venality and corruption“. 


That theſe exiſt in their fulleſt 
force, with many other concomi- 
tant evils, the moſt abandoned can- 
not deny: and yet we ſeem pati- 
ently to endure the heavy load of 
oppreſſion and misfortunes, and 
appear like the Jews, waiting for 


a Meſſiah, that may never come; 


when a ſure and certain remedy 
lies within our reach, which ad- 
verting to in due time, will ſave 
us from a ſure and certain ruin. 


* Pecuniz cupido fidem, probitatem, cæte- 
raſque bonas artes ſubvertit ; pro his ſuper- 
biam, crudelitatem, Deos negligere, omnia 
venalia habere docuit. Sall, de bello Cat. 
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As the legiſlative power, that is 


exerciſed by the parliament, is ra- 


dically in the people, from whom 
their delegates receive all that they 
have ; the nation has a cure with- 
in itſelf for all the evils that beſet 
it, in the choice of a free and vir- 
tuous parliament, compoſed of 
men entirely unconnected with the 
court, which at preſent, inſtead 
of being what it ought to be, the 
palace of a virtuous, noble, and 
patriotick prince, is the fountain 
of corruption, the nurſe of wick- 
edneſs, and like Pandora's box, the 
receptacle of every evil. We have 
nothing to expect from ſuch men, 
the actors that tread ſuch a ſtage, 
that can be good and advantageous 
for the nation. The very means 
and pretenſions by which they ob- 
tain their honours, places and em- 


ploy- 
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ployments are founded on the ba- 
ſeſt venality: for thoſe who de- 
ſire to advance themſelves near the 
throne, muſt uſe ſuch means as 
are ſuitable to the times in which 
they live, and the humour of thoſe 
with whom they are to deal. In 
vain would the moſt virtuous men, 
by the moſt certain proofs of their 
wiſdom, experience, integrity and 
valour, have expected advance- 
ment in the courts of Caligula, 
Claudius, or Nero, for they ha- 
ted and feared all who excelled in 
virtue, and placing the ſtrength of 
government in the hands of the 
worſt, ſoon worked the fall of the 
empire, the attendant conſequence 
on their pride, folly and viciouſ- 
neſs. No man pretended to be 
great in their courts, who had 
not · caſt off all thoughts of ho- 


Nour 
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nour and common honeſty, This 
ſeems to have been well known in 
later days, for in the reign of one 
of the Charles's a nobleman, who 
was a great enemy to bribery, was 
turned out from a conſiderable of- 
fice,as a ſcandal to the court ; for, 
faid the principal miniſtry, he will 
make no profit of his place, and 
by that means caſts a ſcandal up- 
on thoſe that do. The fountain 
being thus corrupted, nothing that 
is pure can flow from it*, 


The firſt object of a king who 


has ill deſigns to carry on is to en- 


Atque ego, multa legendo, multa audi- 
endo, ita comperi, omnia regna, civitates, 
nationeſque eo proſperum imperium habuiſſe, 
dum apud eos vera conſilia valuerunt; ubi- 
cunque gratia, timor, voluptas ea corrupère, 
poſt paullo imminutæ opes, deinde ademptum 
imperium, poſtremo ſervitus impoſita eſt. 


2ll. de Rep. ord. 
| I dea- 
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deavour to divide an united people, 
and by blending, or ſeeming to 
blend, his intereſts with that of a 
party, he may ſucceed perhaps, 
and his party and he may ſhare 
the ſpoils of a ruined nation, but 
ſuch a party is then become a fac- 
tion, ſuch a king is a tyrant, and 
ſuchagovernment is a conſpiracy*. 


It is by an utter excluſion of 
courtiers, placemen, and penſion- 
ers, from the Houſe of Commons, 
that we may with for better times, 
and ample redreſs for all our paſt 
and preſent grievances and inſults; 
but if we chuſe a parliament com- 


* Hzc igitur multitudo primum malis mo- 
ribus imbuta, deinde in artes, vitaſq; varias - 
diſpalata, nullo modo inter fe congruens, pa- 
rum mihi quidem idonea videtur ad capeſſen- 
dam Rempublicam. Gall. de Rep. ord. 


poſed 
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poſed of the ſame tools as the pre- 
ſent, and the ſame ſlaves of power, 
we have every evil to dread; for 
theſe men having entered the track 
have learnt the vices of thoſe from 
whom they received their prefer- 
ment, and to delight in the ways 
that brought them to it. The emo- 
luments and treaſures ariſing from 


their offices and employments, for 


the moſt part, are diſſipated by the 
worſt of vices; for their ſervile 
natures are guided rather by ſenſe 
than reaſon: and ſuch as ad- 
dict themſelves to the ſervice of 
courts find no other conſolati- 
on, than what they receive from 
ſenſual pleaſures, or ſuch vanities 
as they put a value upon. Their 
only care is to get money for their 
ſupply by the moſt infamous prac- 
tices. They obtain their offices 

for 
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for no other end than for gain, nor 
take anyother way than that which 
conduces towards the attainment 
of it. Their riches conſiſt not in 
ſpoils taken from their enemies, nor 
in rewards obtained for long and 
faithful ſervices to their country, 
but are the baſe produce of their 
corruption. To truſt ſuch merce- 
nary wretches with the manage- 
ment of affairs, to confide in ſuch 
who have already bartered their 
ſmall ſhare of virtue, honeſty, and 
integrity for titles; honours, and 
> employments, to gratify their pride, 
add to their wealth, and ſupport 
their extravagance, would ſhew | 
to mankind that the welfare of our 
Z country was the fartheſt from our 
Z + wiſhes. What have we to ex- 
ped from ſuch men but treachery, 
E who 
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who have already been traitors to 
themſelves. Let us for awhile look 
back and ſee how offices of juſ- 
tice have been diſpoſed, and on 
whom places of truſt, titles, and 
honour have been conferred, and 
all will agree, that they have been 
given for the vileſt and ſhameful 
proſtitution. Does it not natural- 
ly follow from hence that ſuch a 
race of men, inveſted with and 
poſſeſſing ſuch a power and influ- 
ence, will exert their utmoſt en- 
deavours to introduce that corrup- 
tion which is ſo neceſſary for the 
defence of their perſons, and will 
certainly attempt every means of 
accompliſhing their great deſign, 
unleſs they are oppoſed and re- 
moved? They muſt be oppoled , 


therefore by a ſpirit, or hereafter 
they 


11 
they will be oppoſed in vain *, It 
was from ſuch a faction that Julius 
Cæſar put thoſe chains upon his 
country, which Auguſtus rivetted 


beyond a poſſibility of removal. 


Wealth is the certain forerunner 
of luxury, and luxury neceſſarily 
produces corruption. 


When luxury becomes the reign- 
ing faſhion, the ruin of a nation 
cannot be at a very remote di- 
ſtance; every hour viſibly accele- 
rates its fall, and every dawn of 
liberty perhaps may be its laſt. If 
we have not loſt all public ſpirit, 
if patriotiſm is not entirely baniſh- 
ed from our veins, it is high time 
that we ſhould awake from our 
Nonne emori per virtutem præſtat, quam 


vitam miſeram, atque inhoneſtam, ubi alienæ 


ludibrio fueris, per dedecus amittere? Sal. 
Cat. orat. 


E 2 lethargic 
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lethargic ſtate, and while we ſee 
the evils” that ſurround us preſ- 
ſing on with rapid haſte to eruſh us; 
while we behold the thunderbolt 
preparing, red with - uncommon 
wrath to blaſt our native land, 
exert our noble endeavours to 
avert the impending blow. To 
little purpoſe did our anceſtors ſpill 
ſuch profuſion of their generous 
blood, to maintain and fortify 
the conſtitution, if we, their de- 
generate poſterity, ſuffer their bul- 
warks to decay. No, we muſt on 
every occaſion encreaſe and fortify 
| its barriers,” and when every op- 
| portunity offers ere& ſtronger to 
| ſupport thoſe parts of the fabrick, 
( they left more naked, open, and 
| defenceleſs*. Un- 
1 Itaque majores noſtri, cum bellis aſper- 
4 rimis premerentur, equis, viris, pecunia amiſſa, 


ll nunquam defeſſi ſunt armati de imperio cer- 
10 824 245 5 Are, 
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Ee 

Unhappy for us who have lived 
to ſee a prince taught to believe 
that the king and people in free 
governments are rival powers, who 
ſtand in competition with one 
another, who have different inte- 
reſts, and conſequently different 
views; who has from his youth 
been taught to believe that the 
rights and privileges of the peo- 
ple are ſo many ſpoils taken from 
the right and prerogative of the 
crown; and that the rules and 
laws made for the exerciſe and ſe- 
curity of the former, are ſo ma- 
ny diminutions of his dignity, and 
reſtraints on his power. But let 
us hope, ere long, that he will ſee 
all this in a far different and much 


tare. Non 1 inopia Zraril, non vis hoſtium, non 
adverſa res, ingentem eorum animum fub- 
egit; quin quz virtute ceperant, ſimul 
cum anima retinerent. Sall. de rep. ord. 
trucr 


„ 


truer light; that he will reverence 
the conſtitution as the law of 
God and man; that he will diſ- 
cern that the good of the people 
is the ultimate and true end of go- 
vernment, and that thoſe who 
inveſted him with power, appoint- 
ed him for this end; that he will 
conſider himſelf placed in the moſt 
exalted ſtation in this world, and 
that on his conduct the happineſs 
and welfare of millions depend; 
that his ſituation affords the great - 
eſt occaſions of exerciſing every 
virtue; that he will diſtinguiſh 
the voice of his people from the 
clamour of a faction, and will 
hearken to it ; that he will redreſs 
grievances, correct all errors, and 
reform or puniſh evil miniſters ; * 


8 Quare capeſle, per deos, rempublicam & 
omnia aſpera pervade; namque aut tu mederi 
potes, aut omittenda eſt cura omnibus, Sail. 


that 


1 
that he is anſwerable for his con- 
duct both to God and to his coun- 
try; and laſtly, that he will find 
the firſt and principal duty incum- 
bent on him to be the maintenance 
of liberty, and the eſtabliſhment of 


a free conſtitution“. 


The parliament being the re- 
preſentative body of the kingdom, 
is ſuppoſed to be the leaſt ſubject 
to error, and ought to be moſt ex- 
empted from paſſion, an dmoſt free 
from corruption, as their own 
good, both public and private, 
as well as that of their conſtitu- 
ents, depends upon the rectitude 
of their ſanctions. But the pre- 


ſent parliament ſeems, in their ca- 
reer, to have loſt all thought that - 


Quo magis tibi etiam atque etiam animo 
proſpiciendum eſt, quonam modo rem ſtabili- | 
as, communiaſque. Sall. de rep. ord. 

; I they 


1 1 

they are as other men, ſo ſoon as 
the ſeſſion is ended, and that they 
will ſoon return again to their pri- 
vate ſtations; that every thing 
they have done to the prejudice of 
their country, will equally affect 
them and their poſterity; that 

they may one day feel the fatal ef- 
fects themſelves from the violations 
and enormities they have commit- 
ted, from the laws they have pro- 
mulgated contrary to the ſenſe 
and ſpirit of the conſtitution, and 
from the many ſtabs they have 
wantonly given to the ancient li- 
berties and freedom of the peo- 
ple. When we chuſe our repre- 
ſentatives we reaſonably hope that 
they will take the greateſt care of 
our concerns; that they will faith- 


fully — the duties of the 
impor- 


E 2 
important truſt committed to their 
care; that if ſome prove falſe to 
their truſt, that others will con- 
tinue unſhaken in their integrity; 
that if the baſe arts which are prac- 
tiſed by miniſters who endeavour 
to enſlave their country, ſhould 
prevail upon the youngeſt and 
weakeſt, that the wiſeſt will ſee 
the ſnares, and inſtruct their com- 
panions to avoid them. But ex- 
perience has too well taught us, 
that parliaments have their fail- 
ings, and that the vices ſo induſ- 
triouſly ſpread amongſt them may 
be too prevalent. Do we not dai- 
ly ſee many betray the cauſe of li- 
berty, and act not only without 
regard, but in direct oppoſition to 
the moſt important intereſts of 
their country, not only occaſion- 
ally by ſurpriſe, by weakneſs, by 

F ſtrong 
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ſtrong temptation, or by fly ſe- 
duction, but conſtantly, ſteadily, 
by deliberate choice and in purſu- 
ance of principles they avow and 
propagate: we likewiſe ſee many 
others ſhrink from the ſervice of 
their country or promote it coolly, 
indifferently and uncertainly, in 
ſubordination to their own intereſt 
and humour, or to thoſe of a par- 
ty“. And we likewiſe daily ſee, 
that to aſſert the truth, is called 
ſpreading of deluſion, and by the 
ſwarm of ſmalleſt flies and mean- 
eſt repti les, that conſtantly buzz 
about a court, is termed diſaffec- 
tion: and to aſſert the cauſe of 
liberty and good government is 
deemed ſowing of ſedition. 


a, Reliqui de factione ſunt inertiſſimi no- 
biles, in quibus ſicut in ſtatuà, nihil eſt ad- 
ditamenti. Sall. de rep. ord. 

| Look 
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Look around us againſt the ap- 
proaching period, and I think we 
can find characters worthy of our 
choice and confidence. Nature 
has done her part in our age, as 
well as in former ages, by pro- 
ducing men capable of ſerving the 
common-wealth. There are cer- 
tainly men poſſeſſed of honour, 
probity and independence, and 
from their virtues deſerving of a 
ſeat in the grand council of the 
nation. Nature ſtill continues to 
ſow alike, and it is our own fault 
if we do not reap alike. By the 
election of ſuch men only, we can 
ground our hopes of peace, hap- 
pineſs and ſecurity; and ſhould 
they continue firm in their inte- - 
grity, they will juſtly be confi- 
dered as the guardian angels of 
the country they inhabit. If we 
- #4 " "M8 maintain 
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maintain the laws and that diſci- 
pline which nouriſhes virtue, men 
of wiſdom and valour will never 
be wanting: as every man deſires 
to give teſtimony of his virtue, 
when he knows it will be reward- 
ed with honour and power. 


As it is our duty to prolong the 
duration of our conſtitution, no 
occaſion offers ſo favourable as the 
approaching, to draw it back to 
the firſt good principles on which 
it was founded. For when theſe 
occaſions happen often and are 
well improved, the government is 
happy, proſperous and durable; 
but when they happen, and are 
ill improved, the political body 
lives in pain, continues in languor, 
and dies ſoon. 


* 


We 


E 7 
We are, by the ſituation of our 
iſland, poſſeſſed of thoſe acquired 
and natural advantages, which 
Xenophon required to make his 
government permanent, and his 
countrymen invincible. Our 
wars with foreign powers have 
made us not only dreaded, but 
maſters of the ocean, and firſt 
ſovereigns of the world. Whilſt 
we are ſenſible of our importance 
abroad, let us beware of the more 
inſidious arts of corruption at 
home “. Our liberty, our happi- 
neſs, and very exiſtence as a peo— 
ple depend upon our virtue, and 
public ſpirit. Nothing, humanly 
ſpeaking, but luxury, effeminacy 


Atque ego te oro, hortorque, ne Gallica - 
gente ſubactà, populi Romani ſummum atque 
invictum imperium tabeſcere vetuſtate, ac per 
ſummam diſcordiam dilabi patiaris. Sall. de 
Rep. 


and 
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and corruption can ever deprive 
us of our envied ſuperiority. 
What an accumulatedload of guilt 
therefore muſt lie upon this or any 
future generation, ſhould they, by 
foſtering theſe evils, precipitate 
Britain from her towering emi- 
nence down to the moſt abje& 
ſtate, and by ſuffering them to 
reign to blaſt all public virtue in 
their unlimited progreſs. 


If there is ſufficient virtue re- 
maining in us, and I truft that 
there is, to withſtand every temp- 
tation that may be offered to bias 
our inclinations; and to explore 
and avoid every art and ſnare that 
may be laid by the baſeſt ſlaves at 
the enſuing election, to lure us 
to our ruin: in ſhort, if we elect 
a free and virtuous JO we 


ſhall 


a 
ſhall ſoon diſcover the good effects 


ariſing from our choice; in. the 
place of our preſent grievances and 
oppreſſions, from the wiſdom and 
rectitude of their ſanctions, con- 
cord will appear, brooding peace 
and proſperity on the happy land. 

Such a parliament will not mul- 
tiply taxes wantonly, nor keep up 
thoſe unneceſſarily which neceſſi- 
ty has impoſed before. Such a 
parliament will not ſuffer the na- 
tional debts to encreaſe and conti- 
nue by all ſorts of political and 
other profuſions. Such a parlia- 
ment will give caſe and encourage- 
ment to our manufactures at 
home, will aſſiſt and protect our 
trade abroad, will improve and 
keep in heart the national colonies, 
like ſo many farms of their mother 
country. Then will joy appear 
4 ſitting 


5 
ſitting in every face, content in 
every heart; we ſhall then find no 
occaſion to be alarmed or diſturb- 
ed; whilſt we are employed buſi- 
ly in improving our private pro- 
perty and public ſtock, fleets will 
cover the ocean, bringing home 
wealth by the returns of induſtry, 
carrying aſſiſtance, or terror abroad, 
by the direction of wiſdom, and 
aſſerting triumphantly the right and 
honour of Great-Britain as far as 
the waters roll, and as the winds 
can waft them. 


Should we live to ſee ſuch hap- 
py days, eſpecially thoſe who have 
acted in ſo glorious a ſcene, per- 
haps will call to mind, and in ſuch 
recollection feel the greateſt plea- 
ſure poſſible to be experienced in 
this world, that he was a man who 
contributed 


1 7] 
contributed his mite to carry on 
ſo good a work, and that he deſi- 
red life for nothing ſo much, as to 
ſee Great-Britain the firſt and hap- 
pieſt nation in the univerſe, and 
like a good parent, whoſe utmoſt 
wiſhes were to leave his heirs an 
eſtate rather improved than de- 
ſtroyed, an inheritance rather ad- 
ded to than diminiſhed. And 
that we may behold this glorious 
ſcene, let us unite ſteadily in one 
common intereſt, and we ſhall 
unite, if we have the public good 
at heart. No ſelfiſh ſentiments 
which are founded on the narrow 
bottom of little party intereſts 
ſhould prevail amongſt us. Union 
can alone retrieve what diviſion 
has cauſed us to lament *®. Let 
us ſoon begin this union, by a co- 


Nam concordia res parvæ creſcunt, diſ- 
cordia maximæ dilabuntur. Sall, de rep. ord. 


G alition 


1 


alition of parties, and our endea- 
vours muſt be crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs; and by our conduct, endea- 
vour to ſhew poſterity more ſtrik- 
ing inſtances of public virtue, if 
poſſible, than have been hand- 
ed down to us by our fore- fathers. 
Hiſtory affords us many inſtances 
of worthy citizens, whom no mo- 
ney could bribe, no motives what- 
ever ſeduce, or allurements with- 
draw them from the Fee: wel- 
fare. We have read of men * who 
could riſe from the plough to the 
triumphal chariot, and content- 
edly return thither again. They 
could not be gained by gold who 
did not think it neceſſary: it was 
in vain to think of bribing men 
who could with pleaſure ſup upon 


* Cincinnatus, Curius, Fabricius, Paulus 


the 


Emilius, &c. 


18 


the coleworts of their own garden. 

It was an anſwer well worthy of 
a patriot, and firm friend to his 
country, that Cleanthes made to 
Ariſtippus, who told him, that if 
he would go to court and flatter 
the tyrant, he need not ſeek his 
ſupper under a hedge; the philo 

ſopher anſwered, that he who could 
content himſelf with ſuch a ſupper 
need not go to court : and flatter 
any tyrant. 


Suffer me now to conclude by 
calling to the recollection of my 
countrymen ſome of the outrages 
which have wantonly been perpe- 
trated on the very vital parts of 
our conſtitution: and they will 
find, if they conſider at all, an 
abſolute neceſſity, and duty in- 
cumbent on them, of exerting 
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themſelves, at the enſuing election, 
for the purpoſe of obtaining a free 
parliament. 


There has been ever ſince the pre- 
ſent king firſt mounted the throne, 
as it were, a ſettled and continued 
plan purpoſely purſued by his mi- 
niſters to compleat the ruin of the 
nation. Corruption has not only 
been ſecretly practiſed at court, 
but openly avowed as the neceſ- 
ſary expedient of government. 
We have ſeen the large revenue of 
the crown profuſely ſquandered 
away, and employed to corrupt 
the repreſentatives of the people, 
and every temptation induſtriouſly 
laid before them, to warp their 
integrity. We have ſeen places 
and titles, honours and emolu- 
ments given to the moſt undeſerv- 


ing, 


14 | 


ing, as compenſations for their 
ſhameful treachery and infidelity; 
we have ſeen frequent attacks 
made upon the liberty of the preſs, 
the ſtrongeſt bulwark of the con- 


ſtitution. We have ſeen, while the 
people have been exerciſing their 
greateſt truſt, the right of election 
utterly ſubverted by an armed ban- 
ditti, hired for the moſt wicked 
and abominable purpoſes. We 
have ſeen the vile aſſaſſins eſcape 
from the due puniſhment of ſuch 
enormous crimes. We have ſeen 
private property, after having been 
quietly enjoyed for a long term of 
years, openly invaded by an aban- 
doned tool of adminiſtration. We 
have ſeen the ſoldiery (paid and 
ſupported by the induſtry and con- 
tributions of the people) brought 
out, on every frivolous pretence, 
2 not 
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not only to inſult the quiet, peace- 
able and unarmed ſubjects of the 
realm, but to commit what out- 


rages, devaſtations and murder, 
their unbounded licentiouſneſs 


and brutality ſhould chuſe *; and 


this from royal authority : mur- 
der has been committed, and the 


ſoldiery publickly thanked for 
having been the inſtruments of this 
horrid maſſacre. And laſtly to 
compleat the tragedy, we have ſeen 
our brethren in America treated 
as our greateſt enemies for not pa- 
tiently ſubmitting to the moſt un- 


* Alios quidem non armatos, neque in 
prælio belli jure, per ſummum ſcelus inter- 
fectos. Plebem Romanam in villa publica 
pecoris modo conciſſam. Heu! quam illa 
occulta civium funera, & repentinæ cædes 
in parentum, aut liberorum ſinum, fuga mu- 
lierum & puerorum, vaſtatio domorum. 
Sall. de rep. ord. 8 

heard 


Fl 


heard of arbitrary and tyrannick 
impoſitions. 


If theſe outrages, with many 
others that have been commit- 
ted, will not animate us, and call 
forth a noble ſpirit at the approach- 
ing day, we are ſhamefully dwin- 
dled from what we ought to be, to 
what I cannot name. Let us read 
our fate in the ruins of other once 


great and powerful empires. 


« Greece, once the nurſe of arts 
ce and ſciences, the fruitful mother 
of philoſophers, lawyers, and 
ce heroes, now lies proſtrate un- 
ce der the iron yoke of ignorance 
ce and barbariſm Carthage, once 
ce the mighty ſovereign of the 
* ocean, and the center of univer- 


« {a] commerce, which poured the 
“ riches 


( 48 ] 
« riches of the nations into her 
lap, now puzzles the inquiſi- 
\1 © tive traveller in his reſearches 
1 ce after even the veſtiges of her 
| c ruins---and Rome, the miſtreſs 
| « of the univerſe, which once 
| ce contained whatever was eſteem- 
| « ed great and brilliant in human 
5 | te nature, is now ſunk into the 
1 ce jgnoble ſeat of whatever is eſ- 

| ce teemed mean and infamous.” 
| 
| 


4 Theſe nations fell by the intro- 
3 duction of luxury, effeminacy and 
= corruption; and as ſimilar cauſes 
* will always produce ſimilar effects, 
4 ſuch will be the fall of Britain, 

1 g ſhould we ſuffer them to POP 
minate. 


. I cannot conclude the preſent 
1 | ſubject, without ſpeaking of a re- 
4 markable 
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markable law enacted by Solon, 
the wiſe Athenian legiſlator, which 
declared © every man infamous, 
« who, in any civil diſſenſion in 
te the ſtate; ſhould continue neu- 
ec ter, and refuſe to fide witheither 
party.“ Aulus Gellius gives a 
more particular. account of this 
uncommon law, and afhrms the 
penalty to have been no leſs than 
the confiſcation of all the effects 
and baniſhment of the delinquent. 
So remarkable as it appears, if we 
reflect, we ſhall diſcover it to have 
been built upon the wiſeſt reaſons ; 
for he intended that no citizen 
ſhould be ſo unfeeling with re- 
ſpect to the public welfare, as not 
to ſympathiſe with the diſtreſs and 
calamities of his country, but that 
he ſhould immediately join the 
honeſter and juſter party, and 
H riſque 
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1 
riſque every thing in the defence of 
thec ommon cauſe, and in ſup- 
port of the liberties of his country. 
This law ſhould virtually be re- 
ceived by us, and every free peo- 
ple, as it is plainly founded upon 
that relation which every mem- 
ber bears to the body politic, and 
that intereſt which every indivi- 
dual is ſuppoſed to have in the 
good of the whole community. 


| Thoſe who have the welfare of 
Great-Britain at heart, muſt and 
will think themſelves virtually 
bound by a ſimilar law: and as 
iniquitous combinations are form- 
ing by adminiſtration, and the ene- 
mies to our conſtitution (who, up- 
on their canvafs to repreſent the 
people in parliament, always wear 
the maſk of hypocriſy and diſſimu- 
lation) 


1 
lation) to bias their inclinations, 
and to lure them to their ruin at 
the approaching ſeaſon; it is our 
duty not to be backward in uniting 
in one common intereſt, to deſtroy 
their wicked machinations, and 
defeat their abominable purpoſes. 
We muſt endeavour in our ſeveral 
neighbourhoods, and wherever we 
are entitled to a vote as freehold- 
ers, burgeſles or freemen, to for- 
ward and eſtabliſh aſſociations for 
the purpoſe of nominating and 
ſupporting gentlemen of virtue, 
honour and integrity. The times 
call aloud for ſuch aſſociations ; the 
ſtate of the kingdom makes ſuch a 
meaſure abſolutely neceſſary: it is 
the firſt and principal object that 
we ought to determine and fix our 
minds upon, and ſo much to the in- 
tereſts of the nation, that its glo- 
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ry and proſperity muſt encreaſe or 
diminiſh in proportion as we enter 
into them and maintain them with 
ſpirit. The end of ſuch aſſociations 
muſt be to aboliſh thoſe ſeptennial 
ſcenes of . drunkenneſs, riot, bri- 
bery and abandoned perjury, by 
continually mixing with the lower 
claſs of electors, (who for the 
molt part have not ſenſe to diſcern 
the fatal conſequences attending 
their ſhameful venality) and uſing 
the ſtrongeſt arguments of reaſon 
we are capable of, to put a ſtop to 
their receiving pecuniary advanta- 
ges for their voice and intereſt ; by 
explaining to them how they fin 
againſt poſterity, as well as againſt 
their own age, by the ſhameful 
trafficks of their votes; and by 
pointing out to them the conſe- 


quences of their crimes, and fatal 


tendency 


1 


tendency of their bad examples. 
Thus by propagating principles 
of religion, virtue, honour and 
independency, we may be enabled 
ſpeedily to root out every ſpecies 
of bribery and corruption. 


After having formed aſſociations, 
we muſt firſt conſider of gentle- 
men who are worthy of our eſteem 
and confidence; let merit alone 
entitle them to our favour, and 
having impartially weighed their 
ſeparate virtues and amiable qua- 
lifications one with another, ſe- 
lect the moſt diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt, invite them to ſtand for- 
ward at the critical juncture, and 
become without the leaſt expence 
to themſelves the repreſentatives of 
a free people. 

How 


(i 8 3 

How can the people be fo idle 
as to imagine, that thoſe who ex- 
pend fuch immenſe ſums of money 
at elections for the ſake of obtaining 
a ſeat in parliament, can ever have 
the intereſt of their conſtituents, 
and the good of the nation at heart ! 
Did they intend to act honeſtly 
by the people, they would never 
{qu ander away their patrimony in ſo 
profuſe and ſcandalous a manner. 
Experience, has taught us, that 
their ſole aim when in the ſenate is 
to obtain places and emoluments 
from the hands of any miniſter, 
to forward the moſt iniquitous 
ſchemes, and to add their own 
weight and ſuffrages to ſupport 
the oppreſſors and Tyrants of the 
nation. Such men propole to 
themſelves a ſeparate intereſt from 


that of their country. They ſuſ- 
tain 


E Þ} 


tain it through the whole piece, 
and make their actions in every 
manner conformable to it. By 
the choice of ſuch ſlaves, who 
are ſo given to diſſipation, we add j 
our ſanction to tyranny, and elect v 
the oppreſſors, inſtead of the pro- 


tectors of the conſtitution. 4: 


On the declenſion of the Ro- 
man empire, from the corruption 
of their manners, Cato propoſed 
a ſevere law, inforced by the ſanc- 
tion of an oath, againſt bribery 
and corruption at elections where 
the ſhameful traffic of votes was 


eſtabliſhed by cuſtom, as at a 1 
public market. Many ſumptuary q 
laws were alſo made to reſtrain i 
the various exceſſes of luxury : 
and yet all theſe efforts proved too 
feeble to check the overbearing 


violence 


EL #3 
violence of the torrent. We have 
fimilar laws till exiſting in our own 
country, made upon the ſame oc- 
caſion, and yet they are either eva- 
ded by chicane, or over- ruled by 
power. This alone is ſufficient to 
prove the neceſſity of various 
aſſociations over the kingdom, 
of thoſe virtuous citizens who 
know the value of their birth- right 
liberty, in order to obtain a free 
repreſentation. I muſt therefore 
exhort my countrymen again to 
adopt this only ſalutary meaſure of 
aſſociation. Our anceſtors may 
evidently appear, not only to have 
intended well, but to have taken 
a right courſe to accompliſh what 
they intended. This had effect 
as long as the cauſe continued: 
and the only fault that can be a- 
ſcribed to that which they eſta- 

bliſhed 
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Wo 
bliſhed, is, that it has not proved 
to be perpetual. If we will be 
juſt to our anceſtors, it will be- 
come us in our time rather to pur- 
ſue what we know they intended, 
and by new conſtitutions to repair 
the breaches made upon the old, 
than to accuſe them of the de- 
fects that will for ever attend the 
actions of men. Taking our affairs 
at the worſt we ſhall ſoon find, that 
if we have the ſame ſpirit they had, 
we may eaſily reſtore our nation 
to its ancient liberty, dignity and 
happineſs; and if we do not, the 
fault is owing to ourſelves, and 


not to any want of virtue and wiſ- 
dom in them. 


Combinations and ſocieties of 
all virtuous and good citizens who 
have ever been the ſtrength of the 


I go- 
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government, from the influence 
their noble and generous conduct 
will have over the lower claſs of 
people, can alone inſure a free par- 
liament, and promiſe the duration 
of our conſtitution. The only 
+ -defign of this paper, is to warn 
my countrymen of the fatal con- 
ſequences hich muſt inevitably 
reſult ſhould they not exert them- 
ſelves at this critical juncture; and 
to inculcate the neceſſity of that 
national union, and aſſociation 
of honeſt citizens upon which the 
ſtrength, the ſecurity and the du- 
ration of a free ſtate muſt eter- 


nally depend. 
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